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In the end of the 1980s I found myself trying to complete all the
paperwork needed in order to secure the copyright for the Greek
edition of Stanley Morison�s, First principles of typography from
Cambridge University Press for Typophilia.1 CUP was very helpful
and the book was finally published in Thessaloniki in March 1990.

Until recently I did not know that another Greek, almost forty
years before me, was interested in the same project with more or
less similar views about the necessity for such a translation in our
language. Moreover, he had the privilege to correspond in person
with Stanley Morison and to receive a signed copy of the 1951 edi-
tion. George Zioutos, who lived at that time in Paris, wrote to SM in
French only to receive Morison�s replies in English! The four letters,
two by each man, are reproduced in the pages of HΥΦΕΝ that fol-
low. Before these I include part of a letter by Zioutos sent to a Greek
printer in September 1952, where the author praises Morison�s au-
thority. The corpus of the reproductions completes a page of Zioutos�s
draft with his translation of the first chapter of the Principles.

I first made my acquaintance with Zioutos�s writings in 1984, when
his book Introduction to the science of the Press, Athens 1954, came
into my hands. It was one of those hot summer days in Athens and
I sought refuge from the heat in the humid basement of a second-
hand bookshop in the capital city of Greece. In his introduction the
author explained that although the study was written in the period of
1942-43, it was not published until 1954 due to the war.2 The con-
tent left no question about the author�s left-wing approach; moreo-
ver, a sarcastic comment about his work, made by the conservative
P. Katephoris in his book The paper and the graphic arts, Athens,
1965, triggered my curiosity.

However, it was not until this summer I had the real pleasure to
meet George Zioutos�s daughter, Katerina Mavrokefalidou-
Zoitopoulou, at her home in Athens. The missing link proved to be
an edition to the honour of her father, published by the Public Cen-
tre of History in Volos.3 I said goodbye to Mrs Mavrokefalidou carry-
ing a large file of photocopies, all relevant to her father�s interests in
the art of Greek publishing and printing (We should bear in mind
that George Zioutos was the leading spirit behind the Greek Com-
munist Party�s publishing adventure called The New Books, in 1945).

The �graphic arts archive� of George Zioutos, deserves a meth-
odological approach. This man, who lived in poverty, to die �be-
trayed by his comrades� in exile in Paris in 1967, was one of the
very few Greeks who have studied and tried in the past to write
about the social importance of the graphic arts. Nevertheless, this
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was only one of the fields that interested him, and his huge library,
kept now by his daughter, gives enough evidence for it. Experts
such as Dr Spiros Marketos and others already study his political
writings. This note is no more than a promise that George Zioutos�s
views on Greek printing and publishing will meet the public as they
deserve.

Letter by George Zioutos to Kostas Raftis, dated Paris, Sunday 21 September 1952.
Zioutos explains that he tries to prepare for publication some of his works on graphic arts,
claiming that he has almost completed a series of short studies, which will present some
general elements and a first introduction to these arts, their history but more important their
basic principles and their social mission. First treatise in this series will be the translation of
the short essay First principles of typography by the Englishman Morison, who is consid-
ered to be the greatest technician in the West, (and probably not only in the West, as tech-
nician). He is the man who organized technically The Times of London, and all their publica-
tions (journals, books etc) and created the characters employed by The Times, known as
�monotype letters�, because their commercial  and artistic patent belongs to the company of
monotype machines called �Monotypic corporation�, ran by Morison himself. I received his
permission for the translation. I will start with an analytical introduction, where, apart from
technical matters, I will also examine the issue �culture and the masses�, i.e. the popularisa-
tion of the book and reading etc, in general and especially within Greece...
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